
  

EMN: Only a small minority of people migrating to Finland are asylum seekers  
 
People come to Finland for reasons related to family, employment and studying; humanitarian migration is 
in the minority. The policy report and the statistical review published by the European Migration Network 
offer a unique and comprehensive overview of migration in Finland in 2014. 
 
The migration situation in Finland seems stable, according to the 2014 statistical review and the Finnish 
policy report for 2014 published by EMN. They introduce and explain statistics on migration and asylum 
matters as well as the policy behind the statistics. 
 
One third came from the EU Member States 
 
Last year, a total of 33,351 persons were granted their first residence permit or had their residence in Fin-
land registered. EU citizens accounted for approximately one third of these arrivals. EU citizens do not 
need to obtain a residence permit; instead, they can settle in Finland by registering their right of resi-
dence. 
 
The most common reasons for migrants from other countries to come to Finland were family ties, study-
ing or employment. Humanitarian migrants, meaning persons entering the country as asylum seekers or 
as quota refugees, numbered only 2,376 (7%) of the migrants arriving in Finland.  
 
A total of 3,651 persons sought asylum in Finland. The number increased slightly from the previous year, 
when the number of asylum applications amounted to 3,238. This means that the number of asylum seek-
ers increased by approximately 13% in Finland. Nevertheless, the increase in the number of asylum seek-
ers in Finland is very moderate compared to the situation in many EU Member States. In the EU as a 
whole, the number of asylum seekers increased by approximately 40% in 2014 compared to the previous 
year. The EU Member States with the highest numbers of asylum seekers were Germany and Sweden. 
 
In 2014, immigration already accounted for three quarters of Finland’s population growth. Statistics indi-
cate that Finland’s natural population growth is slowing down. According to population statistics pub-
lished by Statistics Finland last year the number of births declined for the fourth consecutive year and the 
number of deaths increased from the previous year.  
 
A unique overview of migration in Finland 
 
EMN produces an annual report on migration and asylum policy that describes the development of the 
policy and presents annual statistics.  It is the only document that draws together compiled information 
on development trends regarding migration-related matters in Finland. The annual EMN statistical review 
includes statistics from the Finnish Immigration Service, Police, Finnish Border Guard as well as the Inter-
national Organization for Migration (IOM).   
 
Together these two annual EMN publications offer a unique overview of migration in Finland. The policy 
report offers in-depth information on phenomena, which the statistical review discusses in the light of fig-
ures. 
 
Links to studies: 
 
Annual migration and asylum policy report – Finland 2014 
 
EMN’s statistical publication – Key figures on immigration 2014 
 
 

http://www.emn.fi/files/1227/EMN_Annual_report_ENG_final_low.pdf
http://www.emn.fi/files/1166/EMN_Key_Figures_on_Immigration_2014.pdf
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Further information and media contacts: 
Rafael Bärlund, European Migration Network, tel. +358 (0)295 433 022, rafael.barlund@migri.fi 
Jutta Saastamoinen, European Migration Network, tel. +358 (0)295 433 013, jutta.saastamoinen@migri.fi 
Mari Kuusinen, OS/G MarCom, tel. +358 (0)40 196 4374, mari.kuusinen@osg.fi 
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About the EMN 
 
The Finnish National Contact Point for the European Migration Network (EMN) operates in con-
nection with the Finnish Immigration Service. National contact points have been set up in each EU 
Member State, as well as in Norway, which also participates in the network. The network is 
chaired by the EU Commission. 
 
The task of the EMN is to support policy-making in the European Union by providing up-to-date, 
objective, reliable and comparable information on migration and asylum. In addition to politicians 
and government officials, information is also disseminated to the general public. 
 
Among the most important outputs of the EMN are annual reports on the development of the im-
migration policies of EU Member States and institutions, as well as various thematic studies on 
topical migration issues. 
 
Finland’s national EMN website is at www.emn.fi. 

 

http://www.emn.fi/

