
T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  ST U D E N T 
M OV E M E N T ’ S  P O L I T I C A L  P L AT F O R M 

F O R  T H E  PA R L I A M E N TA RY 
E L E C T I O N S  2 0 1 9

 –  K EYS  TO  A  FA I R E R  
G E N E R AT I O N  P O L I C Y

O U R  T I M E  
I S  N O W 





The parliamentary election 2019: a generational election . . . 4

The higher education platform makes  
continuous learning possible . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

Stable basic funding guarantees high-quality education  
and acts as a growth environment for innovation . . . . . . . . . 8

Mental wellbeing guarantees the ability to study . . . . . . . . . 10

A sufficient income as a guarantee for studies . . . . . . . . . . . 12

A sustainable pension scheme is in everyone’s interest . . . . 14 

Reasonably priced housing is a good investment for society 16

The climate is a generational issue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

Responsible development policy  
with a focus on education   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

Finland will succeed through internationalisation  . . . . . . . 22

INDEX



4
T his is the joint election plat-

form of the National Union 
of University Students in 

Finland (SYL) and the university 
student unions. As the election 
approaches, we want to make 
everyone aware of how political 
decisions affect young people and 
future generations. We want to 
build a sustainable society that is 
fair to younger generations and has 
a future that we can have faith in.

We young people are increas-
ingly worried about our future. 
We worry about the fragment-
ed and uncertain labour market, 
our weaker salary development 
compared to that of previous gen-
erations, the stagnation of the in-
crease in the population’s level of 
education, the weakening of the 
welfare state and its financial ba-
sis, increased inequality and the 
feeling of powerlessness in the face 
of global challenges.

The challenges our society is 
facing are shared by us all, but 
many of them affect young people 
and future generations in particu-

THE PARLIAMENTARY    
ELECTION 2019  
A  GENERATIONAL  
ELECTION
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We young people  

are increasingly worried  

about our future.

lar. Society should take measures 
to enable young people to partici-
pate in solving these problems. We 
need measures that support the 
skills and competencies of young 
people and help them face an un-
certain future. We need a politics 
of hope.

The university student move-
ment approaches the themes of 
intergenerational equity from the 
perspective of students. Accessible, 
high-quality education, services 
and social security that maintain 
the ability to study, international-
ity and sustainable development 
goals are key factors in guarantee-
ing the success of Finland and com-
ing generations also in the future.
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https://syl.fi/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Ehdotus-korkeakouluvision-tiekartaksi-1.pdf1

THE HIGHER EDUCATION 
PLATFORM MAKES  
CONTINUOUS LEARNING 
POSSIBLE

T he transformation of work 
and increasingly harder 
to predict competence re-

quirements challenge the work of 
higher education institutions. Key 
concepts for future higher edu-
cation include sharing resources, 
transparency, and cooperation. In 
the future, higher education insti-
tutions will open up their courses 
and programmes to new groups 
of users and increase their coop-
eration with the rest of society. 
The opportunities created by new 
technology should be utilised com-
pletely in both pedagogic and ad-
ministrative solutions.

The platform model for higher 
education in Finland1 will make 
it possible to promote these aims 
and support flexible and individ-
ual study paths for learners. Via 
the national platform, higher edu-
cation institutions (HEI) can offer 
their courses and programmes to 
different kinds of learners – not 
only their own degree students. 
Such an operating model could 
save resources through increased 
cooperation between higher edu-
cation institutions. If commercial 
activities are carried out in regard 
to continuous learning, the avail-
able resources will also increase. 
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SYL’S  PROPOSED SOLUTIONS:

• Reform the funding model for higher education so that it rewards 
higher education institutions for the number of credits awarded, the 
quality of the education and qualitative employment.

• Develop the unemployment benefit and the adult education subsidy 
as an entity.

• Diverse access points to higher education must be ensured at the 
transitional stages of studies. Open higher education provides free 
of charge paths, with the help of which students can get access to 
degree education.

The platform model will also dis-
mantle unnecessary organisational 
and geographical barriers between 
higher education institutions.

We can get started by reforming 
the funding model for higher ed-
ucation so that it rewards higher 
education institutions for the num-
ber of credits awarded, the quality 
of the education and qualitative 
employment. This will increase 
higher education institutions’ co-
operation, division of work and 

profiling, and the students’ free-
dom of choice.

The change in learning also 
challenges the existing financial 
aid systems for students. The tran-
sitions between unemployment, 
work, studies and entrepreneur-
ship are commonplace for many 
people. This is why the benefits 
systems should be open and acces-
sible and take different groups of 
students into account.

The transformation of work and 

increasingly harder to predict 

competence requirements challenge the 

work of higher education institutions.
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STABLE BASIC  FUNDING 
GUARANTEES  HIGH-QUALITY 
EDUCATION AND  
ACTS  AS  A  GROWTH  
ENVIRONMENT FOR 
INNOVATION

T he best way to fund higher 
education institutions in re-
lation to the access to edu-

cation and intergenerational equi-
ty is to retain public funding as the 
main source of funding. If we want 
to increase the level of education, 
the need for public funding will 
also increase. If we want higher 
education institutions to also offer 
extensive continuous learning and 
update the skills of people at work 
in the future, then the system will 

also require more money from the 
private sector. An investment in 
education is an investment in fu-
ture welfare.

Education leading to a degree 
must continue to be free for the 
student. Everyone must have the 
opportunity to access high-quality 
education, from early childhood 
education through to doctoral level, 
regardless of their socio-economic 
background. A high level of educa-
tion serves society as a whole, and a 
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SYL’S  PROPOSED SOLUTIONS:

• Increase the funding for higher education.

• Keep degree education free.

• Abolish the tuition fees for non-EU/EEA students.

• Create a funding system for continuous learning, funded by society, 
individuals and employers.

• Introduce a joint strategy period for the higher education institutions.

• (Accessibility programme) Create a programme for educational equity 
in order to promote access to higher education.

well-educated population will give 
Finland a competitive edge. The 
default target degree at universities 
remains a Master’s degree. We also 
need international experts, which 
is why we must abolish tuition fees 
for students from outside the EU/
EEA, and focus on the employment 
of international students during 
and after their studies.

The autonomy of higher educa-
tion institutions and the freedom 
of the arts and sciences, combined 
with sufficient resources, are pre-

requisites for innovation. Behind 
many success stories you will find 
factors such as students’ extensive 
freedom of choice, a culture which 
encourages experimentation, and 
opportunities for trial and error. 
We must bring back a culture of 
confidence towards higher edu-
cation institutions and students. 
A joint strategy period for higher 
education institutions will ensure 
interactive, transparent, long-term 
development.
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MENTAL WELLBEING   
GUARANTEES  
THE ABILITY  TO STUDY

U p to 30% of higher educa-
tion students suffer from 
ill mental health on a 

regular basis (KOTT 2016). Mental 
health issues weaken study ability 
and prolong study time. 

Despite this, it can be difficult 
for students to get the support they 
need. Due to economic pressure, 
higher education institutions have 
cut in services central to learning. 
The continuation of mental health-
care services for students in the 
midst of the health and social ser-

vices reform is unsure. 
We must turn this develop-

ment around in order for higher 
education institutions to also in 
the future produce professionals 
with intact work ability and moti-
vation. As a result of demographic 
structure changes, young people 
will carry the costs caused by the 
deteriorating dependency ratio on 
their shoulders. We cannot afford 
to lose a single young person to 
mental health problems or a disa-
bility pension. 
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SYL’S  PROPOSED SOLUTIONS:

• Research the causes behind mental health problems among students 
and young people in a more systematic way, and guarantee funding 
for regular surveys, such as the health survey for higher education 
students. 

• Provide higher education institutions with sufficient resources to offer 
support services for students.

• Create instructions regarding the capacity of the study psychologist 
services so that students get an appointment within a month of 
seeking one.

• Allocate more funding to the preventative and low-threshold services 
offered by the public sector and NGOs.

• Research the possibility of offering free rehabilitation therapy for 
young people under the age of 29.

• Improve digital services, such as study support services and guidance, 
and use them as part of maintaining the ability to study and guiding 
students to services. 

Up to 30% of higher education 

students suffer from ill mental 

health on a regular basis.
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A SUFFICIENT  
INCOME    

AS A  GUARANTEE  
FOR STUDIES

S tudents have lost most2 as a conse-
quence of the economic policy dur-
ing the past decade. After the re-

ductions to the social security of students, 
it is not enough to guarantee a sufficient 
income or full-time studies. 55% of stu-
dents complement their income through 
paid work3.

Students must be included in the 
preparations for a complete overhaul of 
the social security, and when models are 
drawn up, the generational effects must 
be analysed. The social security payments 
to higher education students should be 
increased by 90 euros per month. The 
university student movement supports 
the adoption of a form of social security 
similar to a basic income. This would ena-
ble students to focus on their studies and 
self-improvement full time. The student 
loan is a good way for those students who 
want to use it to supplement their income. 
No one should be forced to take out a loan 
to survive.
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https://secondbestworld.files.wordpress.com/2017/09/kenen-talkoot_2011_2018_pdf.pdf
https://www.stat.fi/til/opty/2016/opty_2016_2018-03-14_tie_001_en.html
https://www.hs.fi/paivanlehti/10092017/art-2000005360975.html
https://www.hs.fi/paakirjoitukset/art-2000005410332.html
http://julkaisut.valtioneuvosto.fi/bitstream/handle/10024/160706/01_2018_Eriarvoisuutta%20kasittelevan%20
tryn%20loppuraportti_kansilla_netti.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y(summaryinEnglish)

2
3
4
5
6

SYL’S  PROPOSED SOLUTIONS:

• Include the development of students’ social security in the general re-
form of the social security. 

• Increase students’ social security payments by 90 euros per month.

• Remove regulations that hinder shared housing, such as the impact of 
flatmates’ income on one’s housing allowance.

Transferring students to the gen-
eral housing allowance means that 
their true rent is considered better 
than when they received the stu-
dent housing supplement. Howev-
er, it is problematic that the allow-
ance is based on households, since 
this does not consider the different 
joint living arrangements students 
have. Many, including Satu Hassi, 
Chair of the Environment Commit-
tee4, Elli Aaltonen, Director General 
of Kela5 and professor Juho Saari’s 

working group on inequality, have 
spoken about how problematic 
the concept of households is6. The 
general housing allowance should 
be changed so that it supports dif-
ferent living arrangements, such as 
shared housing, in the same way. 
This would be profitable for both 
individuals and society at large. 
Individualising the housing allow-
ance would work best for modern 
living arrangements.

Students have lost most as a 

consequence of the economic policy 

during the past decade.
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A SUSTAINABLE  
PENSION SCHEME    
IS  IN EVERYONE’S 
INTEREST

T he pension scheme is an 
intergenerational agree-
ment. The benefits and 

costs of it should also be justly 
divided between generations. At 
the same time, we must ensure 
that the pension system remains 
simple and equal. It must also en-
courage longer working careers 
in all fields. In order to lengthen 
careers, we need to make it easi-
er for people to retrain and work 
part-time towards the end of one’s 
career. Wellbeing and coping at 
work should also be prioritised 
more than before, as this will allow 
a higher retirement age.

Demographic changes put pres-
sure on the pensions system, and 
we must react now so that pensions 
contributions do not have to be in-
creased in the future. The increase 
in pensions contributions, which 
has been going on for decades, has 
created pressures to reduce other 
taxes to keep the total tax ratio at 
a stable level. A reduction in col-
lected taxes will lead to pressures 
to cut benefits and services offered 
by the welfare state, benefits the 
younger generations will also need 
at various stages of their lives. A 
sustainable pension system must 
not be built at the expense of the 
younger generations.

SYL’S  PROPOSED SOLUTIONS:

• Increase average retirement age.

• Tighten the taxation on large pensions.

• Ensure that basic national and guarantee pensions are enough to live on.
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H ousing is the largest single ex-
pense for people of limited means. 
Reasonably priced housing for 

students as well as a sufficient supply of 
apartments would reduce the housing 
shortage and ease the situation also for 
other low-income groups. The increased 
expenditure of housing benefits has kept 
the discussion going about the need for 
building apartments in growth centres, 
which is also where the greater majori-
ty of students need housing. Investing in 
building new student housing and in reno-
vations will decrease state expenses when 
implemented at cost price. 

Reasonably priced 

housing for students 

as well as a sufficient 

supply of apartments 

would reduce the 

housing shortage.

REASONABLY PRICED 
HOUSING IS 
A GOOD INVESTMENT   
FOR SOCIETY
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SYL’S  PROPOSED SOLUTIONS:

• Increase the investment aid (regular student and youth housing) to 
a maximum of 20 per cent of the purchase value of the apartments, 
and increase ARA’s granting authority by a corresponding amount.

• Tie the production of student housing to the agreements on land 
use, housing and transport (MAL).

• Remove the parking space norm from regulations on student 
housing in university cities e.g. through MAL-agreements.

http://julkaisut.valtioneuvosto.fi/bitstream/handle/10024/160706/01_2018_Eriarvoisuutta%20kasittelevan%20
tryn%20loppuraportti_kansilla_netti.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y(summaryinEnglish)

7

Also the ‘inequality working 
group7’ supported promoting hous-
ing production. It suggested in-
creasing the share of rental hous-
ing supported by the state to, as a 
rule, 30% of all the housing pro-

duced in urban areas. By disman-
tling unnecessary legislation, the 
cost of building student housing is 
decreased, and this would have a 
direct impact on rents.
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THE CLIMATE IS  A 
GENERATIONAL ISSUE

C limate change is one of the largest generation policy is-
sues of our time. The threats caused by climate change 
and other environmental problems are enormous and 

difficult to anticipate. The suffering, uncertainty and costs that 
these threats cause will, however, affect young and future gen-
erations disproportionately. 

That is why Finland should be at the forefront of the fight 
against climate change, enforce effective and ambitious cli-
mate and environmental policy, listen to experts and invest in 
research and innovation. We need concrete measures to mini-
mise the consequences of climate change.
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SYL’S  PROPOSED SOLUTIONS:

• Assess climate and environmental effects in all decision 
making, hear experts extensively and take their views into 
account.

• Make Finland and the European Union carbon neutral by 2030.

• Create new legislation to ambitiously steer towards clean and 
carbon neutral energy production and higher energy efficiency, 
with the aim to reduce energy consumption. 

• Change society’s tax and subsidy systems so that they 
strongly encourage to reduce emissions and take care of 
the environment. Such systems include tax relief relating 
to agriculture, forestry and business subsidies or energy 
consumption.

• Include climate and environmental education in the curriculum 
at all levels of education.

Climate change is 

one of the largest 

generation policy issues 

of our time. 
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RESPONSIBLE 
DEVELOPMENT POLICY    
WITH A  FOCUS  
ON EDUCATION  

F inland is one of the leading 
countries in education. Fin-
land guarantees children of 

different backgrounds equal and 
high-quality educational opportu-
nities from early childhood edu-
cation to higher education. Educa-
tion is one of the cornerstones of 
sustainable development also glob-
ally, both now and in the future. 
Finland’s strength is our education 
know-how, and this can be applied 
in development cooperation.

Global problems do not disap-
pear by us ignoring them. Finland 
has to be on the front line of pro-
moting global responsibility. The 
financial input in development 
cooperation must be in accordance 
with the 0.7% commitment Finland 
has made.

Global problems  

do not disappear  

by us ignoring them.
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SYL’S  PROPOSED  
SOLUTIONS:

• Make education one of the focal 
points of Finnish development 
policy.

• In the next Government Pro-
gramme, include details on how 
development cooperation funding 
will be increased to 0.7 per cent 
of GDP.

• Reserve 15% of the total funding 
for development cooperation for 
the development cooperation of 
NGOs. Secure also the funding for 
small and medium sized organi-
sations.

• Direct development cooperation 
funding into actual development 
cooperation work.

• Include sustainable development 
and global education in the curric-
ulum at all levels of education.
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F INLAND WILL 
SUCCEED THROUGH 
INTERNATIONALISATION 

A ccording to Taloustut-
kimus, 89 per cent8 of 
young Finns identify as 

EU-citizens. The major challenges 
in society are not only national: cli-
mate change, the crisis of democra-
cy and the transformation of work 
are global challenges which will be 
overcome through transnational 
cooperation. International mobil-
ity creates new competence and a 
sense of solidarity across borders.
This is why global and European 
cooperation, particularly in rela-
tion to supporting mobility, edu-
cation and research, is excellent 
generation policy.

International mobility supports 
a European identity and develops 
knowledge. High-quality education 
builds a more unified and stable 
Europe, which will play a key role 
in overcoming the global challeng-
es of our time. A well-functioning 
European Union which focuses on 
education and science is the best 
kind of generation policy. 

Future members of parliament 
and ministers have a great oppor-
tunity and responsibility to de-
velop the EU during Finland’s EU 
presidency during autumn 2019. 
Education plays a central role in 
all EU development. Without suffi-
ciently funded, high-quality educa-
tion there is no economic growth, 
no competitiveness and no experts. 

In the future, Finland will need 
international experts and workers. 
Many international students want 
to make their home in Finland, but 
few of those who graduate here 
end up finding employment. The 
labour market becomes more in-
ternational and mobility increases 
– work is no longer connected to 
your nationality or country of ori-
gin. Will Finland be a country pro-
moting or hampering internation-
alisation? Immigration relating to 
studies or work benefits Finland, 
because it can fill the gaps in the 
labour market and the effects of 
large age groups retiring.

http://eurooppanuoret.fi/2018/03/eurooppanuoret-selvitti-suomalaiset-nuoret-pitavat- 
suomen-eu-jasenyytta-erittain-hyvana-asiana/

8
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SYL’S  PROPOSED SOLUTIONS:

• Emphasise research and education during Finland’s EU Presidency 
– particularly the importance of educational equity – as well as 
the opportunities offered by basic research and innovations 
in preventing global threats. Include the student movement 
in shaping Finland’s main goals and themes during the EU 
Presidency: 

• Grant international students a residence permit for the entire 
duration of their studies.

• Grant international experts longer residence permits to look for 
work than they currently get (1 year), as well as support in finding 
employment and planning their career.

• Make sufficient resources available to study Finnish and Swedish 
as a second language on many different levels, and offer more 
advanced courses.

• Prioritise recognising foreign degrees and skills and including 
immigrants in education (incl. continuing education) to promote 
their employment prospects.

• Make public services better available in English.

Many international students 

want to make their home in 

Finland, but few of those  

who graduate here end up 

finding employment.




