
 

 

LEAFLET FOR SEINÄJOKI STUDENT AND BUSINESS EVENT 

 
Mr. Pablo Sader,  Ambassador of Uruguay, will address the Seminar Business on Business Opportunities in Uruguay 
at the Seinäjoki University of Applied Sciences on 14th November 2014. 
 
Uruguay and Finland have very significant economic links, having developed an important mutually beneficial 
strategic partnership based in shared principles of sustainable development. In 2007, Metsä Group built the first 
pulp mill in Fray Bentos which was later acquired by UPM. In 2013, Montes del Plata, a joint venture between Stora 
Enso and the Chilean Arauco, commenced the operation of a second plant in the area of Conchillas. There are 
several other Finnish companies established in Uruguay, notably Kemira, Wärtsila, Ponsse, and Pöyrÿ.  All these 
companies found in Uruguay a very reliable and secure climate of investment. 
 
The total amount of investments of the Finnish firms in Uruguay exceeds 3 billion euros. They are among the largest 
investments abroad by any Finnish firms and the two largest single FDI in Uruguay’s history. Their added production 
capacity is beyond 2,8 million tons a year. Cellulose fiber will probably become the second most exported 
commodity in Uruguay by the year 2015, and both UPM and Montes del Plata will be ranked among the top 10 
exporters. They employ directly more than 1000 people and indirectly about 10.000. Their importance is not only 
quantitative, but also qualitative.  When they are put together, they generate 20% of the electricity produced in 
Uruguay based on biomass.  Besides, they operate state-of-the-art plant nurseries, conduct important research and 
development as well as have vast logistics operations. The two plants are among the best in the world, they use 
last generation technology and uphold the strictest environmental standards. 
 
Trade-wise the exchanges are rather modest although in the years of the plants’ construction they reached record 
levels. There is a consistent surplus on the Finnish side. The Finnish exports to Uruguay totaled 53 millions euros in 
2013; and comprised mainly chemical, plastic, ruber, paper, metal products as well as machinery, tools, vehicles, 
and precision instruments. On the other hand Finland imported from Uruguay a total of 37,4 millions euros. From 
Uruguay exports to Finland consisted primarily on meat, fruits, cereals, animal fat, and celullose. 
 
Politically Uruguay and Finland enjoy excellent relations. There are frequent high level visits and both countries 
cooperate very well in international organizations, where they share common principles and objectives. Given the 
existing high level of activity and understanding, the Uruguayan Government decided to open an Embassy in Finland 
in 2014 and assigned Ambassador Pablo Sader to the task. In September 2014, President José Mujica visited Finland, 
meeting President Niinistö and Prime Minister Stubb as well as maintaining productive contacts with the Finnish 
business community.   
 
There is very good cooperation in the field of science and technology in several areas such as, environmental 
sciences, bio-economy, clean technology, ICT, electronics, and meteorology. A good example, it is the recent MOU 
signed by Finland VTT with a host of Uruguayan counterparts. 
 
Uruguay and Finland share a common passion for Tango. Uruguay is one of the cradles of the genre and is justly 
proud of its contribution. Several Uruguayan artists have participated in the Tangomarkkinat Festival of Seinäjoki, 
the latest example being the singer Tabaré Leyton, who sang during the 30th anniversary edition of the famous 
event.  
 
Ambassador Sader is a career diplomat, who served as Head of Mission in Malaysia (non-resident to Vietnam and 
Thailand,) UNESCO, and Australia (non-resident in New Zealand.) He also served in several capacities in the 
Uruguayan missions to France and the United Nations. He was formely Director General for Foreign Policy in the 
Foreign Ministry of Uruguay, and held other positions of responsibility such as Chef de Cabinet, Director for Europe, 
and Director for Regional Integration. 
  


