S Group’s sales at the previous year’s level
S Group’s retail sales in January–September 2014 were on a par with the corresponding period of the previous year, despite the weak general economic situation.  Comparable sales decreased by only 0.1 per cent, even though sales decreased by 0.9 per cent overall, due to the discontinuation of automotive trade, among other factors. All in all, retail sales before taxes totalled EUR 8,336 million in January–September 2014. 
“We have succeeded quite well in spite of the extremely challenging economic situation and intensified price competition. The efficiency of our operations has increased markedly, which has improved our competitiveness,” says Taavi Heikkilä, CEO of SOK. 
Supermarket sales increased slightly compared to the previous year, totalling more than EUR 5.8 billion, which represents an increase of 1.2 per cent. Supermarket sales include S Group chains selling grocery and consumer goods, with the exception of Sokos, Emotion and other specialty stores. Retail sales by department stores and specialty stores decreased by approximately 3 per cent year-on-year, totalling more than EUR 222 million.
S Group’s grocery sales increased by 1.7 per cent year-on-year, totalling EUR 5,245 million. Consumer goods sales decreased by 2.8 per cent to approximately EUR 961 million. 
In other business areas, sales decreased slightly. Sales by the ABC chain decreased by 1.0 per cent, totalling nearly EUR 1,370 million. Sales in travel industry and hospitality business decreased by 2.0 per cent year-on-year, totalling more than EUR 588 million. 
Some S Group cooperatives engage in automotive and automotive accessories trade and agricultural trade. SOK discontinued its automotive trade in 2013 by divesting six Automaa stores to Veljekset Laakkonen. Sales by automotive outlets maintained by cooperatives increased by nearly 3 per cent in January–September, totalling approximately EUR 232 million. Three cooperatives engage in agricultural trade, with total sales decreasing by 10.5 per cent to approximately EUR 114 million.    
Additional information:
Taavi Heikkilä, CEO, SOK, tel. +358 10 76 80200
Jari Annala, Senior Vice President, CFO, SOK Finance and Administration, tel. +358 10 76 82040
