TROPHY HUNTING - A CONSERVATION CON?
Trophy hunting in Africa has its roots in the colonial era, an extremely disruptive period in the continents history. That all began when European explorers, prospectors, missionaries and general adventurers began carving up the land over 150 years ago. Besides dealing with harsh climates, hostile people and unknown diseases, a central activity to taming and claiming the territories was also the need to deal with wild animals. And this they did, mostly by killing them.   

The shooting of large numbers of animals for food and protection however soon turned to a pastime of fun, and it was not long before the so-called professional hunting industry took hold. It was also at about this time that those involved began to realize how successful they had already been – within a few decades, hunters and collectors had shot out the wildlife to such an extent that protected areas had to be proclaimed. And in many instances, this was not done out of any concern for wilderness or its biodiversity, but rather merely as a way to protect their respective hunting grounds from being completely cleaned out.     

By the mid-1900’s, trophy hunting was well and truly established across the continent as a sport and flourishing industry with Kenya and South Africa being two of the prime destinations. Then came the 1960’s and 70’s, which brought the first real awareness of Humankinds impact on the planet. Linked to significant global population growth and unsustainable economic expansion, for many it was becoming apparent that a greater sense of responsibility was required in our general behaviour and the way we managed Earth’s resources. With this new understanding, the trophy hunting industry was savvy enough to grasp that their sport could no longer simply be that – and so they sought to justify the killing by linking it to conservation and economic arguments. 

And so began the great debate that has increasingly become one of conservation’s biggest challenges. At its core, there are two principal themes: given what we now know in science and conservation, is trophy hunting still appropriate behaviour, and if so, is it an effective land-use option for managing our nationally protected wilderness areas?  
In trying to answer these crucial issues, Ian Michler will draw on his 25 years of experience living and working across Africa in the safari tourism industry as an operator, guide, consultant and journalist. Michler will refer specifically to the examples of countries such as Kenya and Botswana that have banned trophy hunting as well as South Africa, his home country which lies at the opposite end of the spectrum. It is here, in cages and behind the high electrified fences on private farms that the horrific practices of predator breeding, the cross-breeding of species, inbreeding and canned hunting have been allowed to flourish. And this, to a greater or lesser degree continues to be sanctioned because of trophy hunting.
And given the reluctance of the trophy hunting industry and some African governments to countenance change, Michler will also share his thoughts on the role European governments can play in this regard.       
